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Check the boxes as you go to track your progress.
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HOW DO | STUDY THE BIBLE?

R.E.A.P METHOD This is a method of Bible study seeking
to help you reap a harvest of love for Jesus, growth in the
Gospel, and effectiveness for God’s mission. It’s built
around four practices: Reading the text, Examining it
thoroughly, Applying it to your life, and then Praying
through it.

READ

Find today's passage in the Bible Reading Plan. Begin
reading with a heart ready to hear God’s voice and
receive God’s words. Pray for God to open your heart.
Feel free to star, underline, and generally mark up your
Bible. Pay special attention to key verses, words, and
ideas.

EXAMINE

Take time to reflect on what you’ve read. Take notes.
What verses stood out to you?

QUESTIONS FOR EXAMINATION:

01 What is going on in the passage? Here, we're
looking for clues for understanding. What type of writing is

this? (Story, Poetry, Discourse). What are the
circumstances that the author is addressing? Any
repeated words or key ideas?

02 What is the point of the passage? Here, we're
trying to simply understand the authors intent. What are
they teaching, explaining, or expressing in a raw sense?

03 What does this passage teach us about God? How
does it reveal His nature, character, thoughts ways, and
goodness?

04 How does this passage point to Jesus?
Remember, the Bible is all about Jesus! How does this
passage point to His finished work in the Gospel, the
power of the Holy Spirit, or your need for those powerful
realities?

APPLY

Now that you’ve examined this passage, consider how to
apply it to your own life.

QUESTIONS FOR APPLICATION:

01 How has God revealed Himself through this
passage and how should | respond to Him? This could
be worship, thankfulness, reverence, awe, need, love,



desperation, hope, repentance, reflection, trust, faith and
other responses. Write or consider why this is your
response.

02 How does the point of this passage directly apply
to my life? Is there action you need to need to take in
light of who God is and what this passage teaches?
James 1:22, “But be doers of the word, and not hearers
only, deceiving yourselves.” Are there immediate next
steps? How will you live differently today because of what
you just read?

PRAY

Pray through the passage and its meaning, asking God to
change your heart and to change your life, based on the
time you’ve spent in God’s Word.



LUKE

Timeline (Approximate)

30/33 AD 70 AD c.70 AD

Gospel of Luke

Temple written

Crucifixion Destruction of the

Authorship and Purpose:

The Gospel according to Luke was written by Luke, a doctor and
traveling companion of Paul in Acts, who also wrote the book of
Acts which together comprise a two volume work. There are many
different views on when the Gospel of Luke was written, ranging
from as early as 63 AD to as late as the early second century.
Assuming Luke wrote the book, and depending on when one dates
the book of Mark and Paul’s death, the book could have been
written from 63 AD to sometime in the early 70's AD. Either way,
dating is not necessary for understanding what the book is
communicating.

Luke tells us that he is writing the book to Theophilus (not much is
known about him) in order to provide him with certainty regarding
everything he has been taught (1:1-4). Luke grounds everything Jesus
ever did in the Old Testament, especially poignant in his inclusion of
the “Road to Emmaus” story in which Jesus teaches two of His
followers that it all points to Him (24:27). Beyond this, Luke has a
special emphasis on the societal outcast, emphasizing that they too
belong to the kingdom of God.

Reading Luke:

It might seem odd that there are four different Gospel accounts in
the Bible, but each book is highlighting specific themes which
together paint a wholistic picture of Jesus life and ministry. Due to
this, there are sometimes differences in how each author recounts
certain stories. For example, in Luke's account of the beatitudes,
Jesus simply says, “Blessed are the poor,” while in Matthew, He
says, “Blessed are the poor in spirit.” These differences are not
mistakes; what Luke is doing is highlighting a theme which Matthew
does not focus on as much. Luke is concerned with addressing the
social outcast and is radically proclaiming that they have a place in
the God'’s kingdom, thus “blessed are the poor.” Matthew, on the
other hand, is describing the heart of a true disciple, thus “blessed
are the poor in spirit.” These ideas are not contradictory. In fact,
these differences complement each other beautifully and paint a
more complete picture of Jesus’ teaching. When encountering
differences in how Luke recounts Jesus’ life, ask yourself why might
Luke tell the story in this way?

Keeping the key themes in mind will help in seeing how Luke
presents his Gospel account. Tracking with repeated ideas will also
aid in noticing the key themes. If you have a Bible which footnotes
references and allusions to the Old Testament, this will also provide
a great way to see how Jesus is the fulfillment of Scripture.

Key Themes:
The Kingdom of God has come in Jesus — Jesus is the long awaited

King from the line of David (1:32-33, 69) and is the fulfillment of the
Old Testament (24:27, 44).



The societal outcast has a place in God's kingdom — Salvation is for
all people, regardless of social class or people group (ex. 2:32,
6:20-26, 7:36-50, etc.)

Structure:

Birth & Childhood —1-2

Jesus’ Baptism & Temptation — 3-4:13
Jesus' Ministry in Galilee — 4:14-9:50

Jesus on the Road to Jerusalem — 9:51-19:27
Jesus in Jerusalem — 9:28-24:52
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JOEL

Timeline (Approximate)

931/922 BC 722 BC 586 BC

Israel divided into Destruction of the Fall of Jerusalem

two kingdoms capital of the

Northern Kingdom

Authorship and Purpose:

The book of Joel contains the sayings of the prophet Joel, but
other than his name and the name of his father, very little is known
about the identity of Joel. It is possible he prophesied before the
exile, during or shortly after the exile, or much later. Canonically, its
position between Hosea and Amos might suggest that Joel was one
of their contemporaries, placing him during the time of the divided
kingdom, but at the same time the book references later prophetic
writings, so no one truly knows. Regardless, Joel is clearly
knowledgable of the rest of the Hebrew Bible and his words
contain a powerful message for God'’s people.

Though relatively short, Joel contains a strong call to repentance
and tells of the coming of the day of the LORD. Due to sin, locusts,
an image of judgment from Exodus, have desolated the land. The
image of the locusts develops into an image of an incoming army
moving in to judge Israel. Joel is calling for Israel to repent and turn
to God because He will save them out of His great love. A future
day of judgment is coming and Israel will be restored, bountiful and
flowing.

Reading Joel:

The book of Joel is one of the twelve minor prophets, which in the
Hebrew Bible are bound together into one book, the Book of the
Twelve. While prophecy is usually associated with future events, it
is in essence God's thoughts spoken through the prophet. As a
prophet, Joel is essentially a mouthpiece for God; Joel's words are
God's words toward Israel which may or may not contain
information about the future. In this case, Joel is commenting both
on the present and the future.

The prophetic books in the Bible are filled with poetry, and Joel is
no different. Hebrew poetry relies heavily on parallelism, or the
rhyming of ideas, to highlight and develop themes. Sometimes this
entails repeating ideas, as in 113, and other times a singular idea is
developed, as in 1:2 & 1:3. This repetition and development of ideas
provides both emotional emphasis and focuses the reader on what
the poetry is communicating. Further, as poetry, it is important to
allow the images to speak to you on an emotional level just as much
as it is important to analyze it; allow the poetry to speak to you as
you would any other poem.

Key Themes:

The day of the LORD — A day will come when God will judge
the nations and restore the land of His people.

Judgment and repentance — God must deal justly with sin,
but in His love, those who repent and put their faith in Him
will be saved.

Structure:

1. The locusts (past and present day of the LORD) —1-2
2. The future day of the LORD — 3



