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DAILY READINGS

Books: Deuteronomy, Philemon

Check the boxes as you go to track your progress.

10/11 Deuteronomy 13-14
10112 Deuteronomy 15
1013 Deuteronomy 16|
10/14 Deuteronomy 17
10/15 Deuteronomy 18 |
1016 Deuteronomy 19
10/17 Deuteronomy 20 |
10/18 Deuteronomy 21
10119 Deuteronomy 22 |
10/20 Deuteronomy 23

10/21
10/22
10/23
10/24
10/25
10/26
10/27
10/28
10/29
10/30
10/31

Deuteronomy 32
Deuteronomy 33-34




HOW DO | STUDY THE BIBLE?

R.E.A.P METHOD This is a method of Bible study seeking
to help you reap a harvest of love for Jesus, growth in the
Gospel, and effectiveness for God’s mission. It’s built
around four practices: Reading the text, Examining it
thoroughly, Applying it to your life, and then Praying
through it.

READ

Find today's passage in the Bible Reading Plan. Begin
reading with a heart ready to hear God’s voice and
receive God’s words. Pray for God to open your heart.
Feel free to star, underline, and generally mark up your
Bible. Pay special attention to key verses, words, and
ideas.

EXAMINE

Take time to reflect on what you’ve read. Take notes.
What verses stood out to you?

QUESTIONS FOR EXAMINATION:

01 What is going on in the passage? Here, we're
looking for clues for understanding. What type of writing is

this? (Story, Poetry, Discourse). What are the
circumstances that the author is addressing? Any
repeated words or key ideas?

02 What is the point of the passage? Here, we'’re
trying to simply understand the author’s intent. What are
they teaching, explaining, or expressing in a raw sense?

03 What does this passage teach us about God? How
does it reveal His nature, character, thoughts, ways, and
goodness?

04 How does this passage point to Jesus?
Remember, the Bible is all about Jesus! How does this
passage point to His finished work in the Gospel, the
power of the Holy Spirit, or your need for those powerful
realities?

APPLY

Now that you’ve examined this passage, consider how to
apply it to your own life.

QUESTIONS FOR APPLICATION:

01 How has God revealed Himself through this
passage and how should | respond to Him? This could
be worship, thankfulness, reverence, awe, need, love,



desperation, hope, repentance, reflection, trust, faith and
other responses. Write or consider why this is your
response.

02 How does the point of this passage directly apply
to my life? Is there any action you need to need to take
in light of who God is and what this passage teaches?
James 1:22, “But be doers of the word, and not hearers
only, deceiving yourselves.” Are there immediate next
steps? How will you live differently today because of what
you just read?

PRAY

Pray through the passage and its meaning, asking God to
change your heart and to change your life based on the
time you’ve spent in God’s Word.



DEUTERONOMY

Timeline (Approximate)

2000/1700 BC 1450/1250 BC 1050/1020 BC

Abraham/ Moses Saul's reigns
patriarchal and the as Israel's first
narratives Exodus king

Authorship and Purpose:

The book of Deuteronomy is traditionally held to be written by
Moses, though it does mention Moses’ death, and is addressed to
the people of Israel as they are preparing to finally enter the
promised land. The authorship of the entirety of Deuteronomy is
debated. Did Moses predict his death? Was the book completed by
someone else? Or was the whole thing written by someone else
later in Israel’s history? Regardless, Deuteronomy functions as the
close to the first major section in the Bible and sets up the rest of
the narrative to come.

After wandering the wilderness for forty years, Moses is preparing
the next generation for what is to come. The covenant is being
renewed with this generation and Moses is setting before them
what they must do to remain faithful to God. If Israel remains
faithful, God will bless them in the land, but if they turn from Him,
there would be curses and ultimately exile from the land.

Reading Deuteronomy:

As the last book of the Pentateuch, also known as the Torah or
“Instruction” in the Hebrew Bible, Deuteronomy wraps up the
storyline thus far and leads directly into the next major section. To
recap the story up to this point, God created humanity to be with
Him as co-rulers over creation, but humanity rebelled and sin
separated us from God. God then puts in place a plan, starting in
Gen. 3:15, to reconcile humanity back to Himself and dwell with
them once more. He calls forth Abraham, promising to make his
descendants a great nation (Gen. 12), and His promise becomes true
in Exodus, when God calls forth the Hebrew people to become His
people. After the previous generation failed, God is renewing the
covenant with this generation. Even though we know, along with
Moses, that they will ultimately fail (Deut. 28:45-51), the choice set
before them is the same choice we all face, between life and death,
good and evil (Deut. 30:15).

Deuteronomy contains multiple literary elements. The book
consists of speeches given by Moses, legal literature, and even has
similarities with ancient covenant documents. When reading the
legal sections, there are a few things to keep in mind. Foremost, it is
important to remember that to those who received it, the Torah
was grace. In a polytheistic world, when calamity strikes, no one
knew which god was offended or how to make amends (search
“Sumerian prayer to every god” for an example). In this context,
God Himself speaks, proclaiming His identity as the one true God
who delivered Israel, and instructs them on how to be His people,
even telling them specifically what to do when they mess up.
Furthermore, the laws of the Torah reflect the character of God, the
lawgiver. These laws tell us something about God, namely His
justice, mercy, compassion, and holiness, and can even be
applicable to our lives (see how Paul uses Deut. 25:4 in 1 Cor. 9:9).
Lastly, as followers of Christ and members of the new covenant, we
are free from the law (Rom. 7-8, Gal. 5). While the Old Testament
law still has the same value as authoritative and inspired text,
Christians relate to it in a fundamentally different way as a result of
Jesus.



Key Themes:

Faithfulness to YHWH leads to life — If Israel remains faithful to the
covenant, God will bless them and they will prosper in the land
promised to them, but if they turn from Him, God will curse them
and they will be exiled.

Even if exile comes, God remains faithful to His people — Moses’
knows Israel will fail, but even when they turn from God, God will
still be with them. Those who are faithful to Him and who repent
will still find life in God.

Structure:

Moses’ opening speech —1-11
Laws —12-26

Moses' final speech — 27-33
Moses’ death — 34
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PHILEMON

Timeline (Approximate)

30/33 AD 62 AD 70 AD

Crucifixion Paul writes Destruction

Philemon of the Temple

Authorship and Purpose:

The book of Philemon was written by Paul to Philemon, a church
leader in Colossae, during one of Paul’s imprisonments. In it, Paul
asks Philemon to accept Onesimus, a former slave of Philemon who
may have wronged him in some way, back into his church as a
brother. Despite its small size, the book of Philemon puts on display
what the Gospel means for our church communities.

Reading Philemon:

Philemon is a letter, referred to as an epistle, and is the shortest of
Paul’s letters in the New Testament. Though this letter is clearly
addressed to a specific person and his specific situation, Paul’s
handling of the situation demonstrates how the Gospel radically
changes how Christians are to relate to each other in the church. In
Onesimus and Philemon’s case, though outside the church they
have a slave/master relationship and Philemon was likely legally
safe to punish Onesimus, the Gospel fundamentally changes that
relationship to that of brothers in Christ. As brothers, Philemon was
to accept Onesimus back, embracing him as he would Paul (v. 17).

Though slavery is now abolished, the message is no less radical in
our context. In Christ, we all are to relate to each other as brothers
and sisters. Regardless of societal class, race, or gender, we are
equal in Christ before God, sharing in the same life, death, and
resurrection which changed all of history.

A brief note on slavery as it sometimes comes up when discussing
this book: Paul nowhere explicitly condemns slavery, though that
does not mean that slavery is condoned by the Gospel. As
mentioned above, taken as a whole, the Bible radically changes how
we are to relate to each other, especially compared to the context
in which it was originally written. When read as intended by the
biblical authors, we find that God is calling to Himself a unified
people from all nations and social classes who will stand before Him
in praise by the blood of Christ.

Key Themes:

In Christ, we are brought into familial relationship with each other
and God — As a result of the Gospel, we are to love each other as
equals and our communities should therefore reflect that love,
regardless of what are relationship was before meeting Jesus.

Structure:

1. Greeting—v.1-3

2. Thanksgiving — v. 4-7

3. Appeal to Philemon — v. 8-22
4. Final greetings — v. 23-25



